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PROCEEDI NGS

THEREUPON,

MR REEVES: It is 3:00. | " m Butch Reeves, from

the Governors Ofice. W have other people
representing all three board nenbers. Ti m Hunphries,
from Sharon Priests’ Ofice, Larry Crane, fromthe
Attorney Generals’ Ofice, and then Geg Kirkpatrick,
fromthe Governors’ Ofice is here, too. These are
all -- those are the three (3) Board Menbers who wi |
be maki ng the decision about draw ng the House and
Senate district lines, where to stagger it, for that
same function

The purpose of these neetings is to come around
the state, find out, in your district, what you like,
what you don't |ike. *Cause, basically, here, we
want to know what y’all think about nulti-nmenber
district, ‘cause you still have sone of the --
(I NAUDI BLE) left, and you' re one of them \Wether
you like “emor don’'t like “em You know, whatever
ot her coments you want to make.

So, briefly, we want to show you about how t he
process is going to work.

W have a web page set up. Redistricting Ofice
of Little Rock, that’s our web site. They have a | ot

of information on it. It has |legal cases, suprene
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court guidelines that we will have to follow. It has
stuff about all of us. Qur nanes, e-mail addresses,
phone nunbers. [If you need to get in touch with us.

Ron Sheffield is the actual adm nistrator of the
Reducing O fice in Little Rock. Hi's phone nunber and
address is on there, as well. So, if you need to
send him sonething you can e-mail, you can post
coments that you want soneone to read. You can do
that, as well. Trustee little photos. W also have
on the web site a calendar. The tine |ine that al
t hi s happens.

The Census Bureau will give us the nunbers --
Census nunbers, they said, by March 31st of next
year. It could be the first week of March; it could
be the | ast week of March. At least, by April 1st
we’' || have those nunbers. They will be |oaded into
the conputer. See, there's the date, April 1
Federal deadline. W’ve targeted October 1, as the
date to have all this finished. That's just our
targeted date. That's not a statutorial requirenent.

And so, the tinme line is going to be, March, get the
nunbers, April and early May, work on the plan, have
a draft proposal plan. Cone back out to the state in
t hese type of nmeetings. The plan will be posted on

the web site. You can look at it. Look at what you

Laura L. Carnahan, CCR (501)332-4861



-- what’'s going to happen to Hot Springs, d ark,
Garl and, counties around this area, tell us what you
think. We will cone to your town, or your area,
maybe not this building, with a proposed plan that
will be on the web site. You can critique it, we'll
go back to the Board. The Board will neet in
Sept enber, hopefully, and vote on a plan. So, you’ll
really have two (2) nore opportunities to tell us
what you think. One, after the draft proposal has
been nmade out, and then, one right before the Board.

Now, at the neetings we have, let’s say, next
May and June, the last tinme in ‘91, the Board did
make changes after public comment, after the draft
plan. So, don’t think it’s a done deal just because
you see the draft plan. |It’s not a done deal until
the Board votes on it. There were sone changes nade,
voi ces heard | oud and clear. The Board changed it.
There were sonme changes not nade, that they wanted
made. That neeting will be in Little Rock, sonetinme
in Septenber. Announced news rel eases and over our
web site.

The *91 House and Senate districts are also on
our web site. You can pull those up and | ook at
t hem

This time, the Census Bureau is going to give us
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the nunbers on Precincts -- by Precincts, as recorded
by your county to the Federal Census Bureau. Your
county reported what your Precincts were, to the
Federal Governnment. That’'s the nunbers we’ll get.

W will actually have the nunbers down to the bl ock

| evel, but they' |l be reported to us, and that’s what

we'll be using, Precincts instead of Townships. In
‘91 they used Townships. Townships really don’t nean
as nmuch as they used to, so | know Precincts make up
-- within the Townshi ps. But the Precincts is what

we’'re going to be using, which is a nuch smaller

base, if you will, of what this -- idea is.

The guidelines that we will use have not
actually been established, other than the ones the
Suprene Court says we have to use, such as: the
communities of interest should be kept together;
conpact ness, how conpact is the district as opposed
to spread out and strung out; what the people have in
common within the districts. Enconpassing is
sonething we will take into account; it’s not one of
the top five (5), but it is sonething we take into
account. Termlimts will help us sonewhat on that,
but we do want to know what you think about the
di stricts around your county.

So, the -- the nunbers that you have on the --
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6
shoul d be given you the house of Senate D stricts, as
they currently exist, this was printed off of ny
conputer program these are July 1999 best guess
estimates by the Census Bureau. The percentages are
probably fairly accurate, but the nunbers may be a
little different when they actually conme out in
April. So, you can | ook at that guess, but to say
that’s going to be as accurate as it’s going to get,
probably not. The census nunbers will be nuch
shorter. Yes, Ma an?

M5. BROAWN: This is Twla -- I'’mTw | a Brown.
These -- these nunbers are total popul ation and not
adul t ?

MR. REEVES:. That'’s total popul ation.

M5. BROMN: And the nunbers that you worked with
on this reapportionnment are going to be total
popul ation, rather than --

MR, REEVES:. Total popul ation.

M5. BROAWN:  -- than (I NAUDI BLE) --

MR. REEVES: W work on popul ati on nunbers.

M5. BROMN: -- than possible voters? Ckay.

MR REEVES: W -- we have that information, but

we use popul ati on nunbers.
M5. BROMAN:  Ckay.

MR REEVES: The current House District is about
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twenty-three, four (23,400) sonething, twenty-three,
five (23,500), twenty-three thousand, five hundred
(23,500). The projected is a little over twenty-five
(25,000) plus, twenty-five thousand (25, 000) plus.
The current Senate District is -- is about sixty-
seven (67,000) plus, the next time we think it wll
be about seventy-two thousand (72,000). So -- a
little over seventy-two thousand (72,000). So, you
can kind of |ook at your current districts and figure
out, have you grown enough to go twenty-three, four
(23,400) to twenty-five (25,000), and from sixty-
seven (67,000) to seventy-two (72,000), to kind of
get an idea. There may be sone total changes, based
on what we hear fromy’ all today about the nulti-
menber districts, and about other districts
surroundi ng Garl and County and the Hot Spring area,
but that’s, basically, what we’'re going to be working
wi th when we get those nunbers. It tells us, black,
white, Hi spanic, in fact, there’s a whole bunch of
races on there. Male, female, the Census Bureau
breaks it all down for us. Timw/ll kind of show
y'all that inalittle bit. Timif you want to go
ahead and tal k about the conputers.

MR, HUWPHRIES: W don’'t do this by hands; we --

this process has been conputerized in Arkansas,
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beginning with the 91 redistricting. And the
software that we’'re going to use this tineis -- is
far advanced over what we had available to us even
then. This is called Autobound Redistricting
Software. For those of you who know anyt hi ng about
-- well, it's called @S Software, it runs on a
Arkview platform and it’s a product of ESRI
Corporation, E-S-R-1. |If there are any -- are there
any nenbers of county el ection comm ssions or any
ot her county officials here?

PUBLI C: (SOVE RAI SE HANDS) .

MR. HUVPHRI ES: W’ re going to have conponents

-- or, -- or, -- or, wrkstations that will contain
this software avail able that we can help | oca
election officials, |ocal Boards of -- of election,
to help themdraw they' re local district lines in
their counties. So, that’s sonething that we're
pretty sure that we’'re going to have avail abl e.

W'll be in contact with you nore about that at sone
time goes by. But, that’s a big chore for the

el ection comm ssion. | nean, they have to draw
anywhere fromnine (9) to eleven (11) JP Districts in
their counties. It’s a tedious and a very hard
process without this conputer stuff, so, we want to

make that available out there to everybody.
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As Butch said, we're -- the Precinct is going to
be our -- our basic building block. 1In ‘91 the
Townshi p was our basic building block. It was a

m stake to use the Townshi p as our basic building

bl ock back then, we found out, because of sone
anonmalies that we just didn't know about, then. But,
like | say, the Precincts, as they’ ve been reported
to the Census Bureau, by the counties, will be the
basi ¢ buil ding bl ock, and when we have the popul ati on
down for the Precincts and on down to the bl ock

| evel .

Li ke we’ve said, this is one of the few nmulti-
menber districts that we have in the |l egislature
anynore, is here in the Hot Springs area. | don't
know i f we got anybody here from Hot Springs or not;

| assune we do. But, that’s one of the things that

we would like to hear about, and that’s -- that’s one
of the reasons for this forumis to -- to give fol ks
the opportunity to voice their opinion on those -- on

that issue and any others that you'd like to state.
And 1’'d al so encourage you to use our web site.

W’ ve got a comments page on our web site that you
can use to get in touch wwth us. |[If after you | eave
here, you have sone ideas about things, you can go to

that comments page and | ook at coments that folks
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have al ready made and -- and nake sone yourself and
post it on the web site. W’re |ooking at those on a
daily basis and conpiling themand we report those
factors to the State Board.

So, if anybody has any questions or comments,
we’'d be happy to hear them Sir?

MR BROMN:. |I'mJimBrown. | see you |left
District 34 off.

MR HUWMPHRI ES: Yeah, 34 should be with 33. [

obviously forgot it. The nunbering is a little
difficult when you' re nunbering -- when you're
putting two (2) nunbers in the same bounded area,
but, yeah, that’s 33 dash 34. And that should show
up on our other map, but I don't -- yeah, it does --
34 is in the |ake there, but it’'s there.

MR. BUCK: Do you have any -- | wonder if there
are any figures for how nmuch you think it’s going to
change?

MR. HUMPHRI ES: The only thing we have is what

we handed out there. Those are the nunbers fromthe
Census Bureau, and | don’t vouch for those, and |
woul dn’t put a great deal of stock in -- in what

t hose nunbers say. Those are estimates the Census
Bureau made for July 1, 1999. | couldn't tell you

standi ng here, the nethodol ogy of getting those
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i nstrunments, although there are -- on the web site,
you can link to -- to themthrough our web site,
their -- their nethodology is there.

MR. BUCK: The general trend, |ooks like, is
still going to be rural to urban.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: Yeah, now, that doesn’'t -- that

does not reflect on that, because those are just
county w de populations. So, you don’t know that
yet. | think the trend in Arkansas that those
nunbers shows, it’s kind of obvious, there's a big
popul ation gains in Northwest Arkansas, primarily.
Bent on and Washi ngton County, sonmewhat, especially,
and Crawford County. And in Central Arkansas, the
perimeter counties surroundi ng Pul aski County. And
hol di ng steady, you know, in -- in some sections of
the state. Southwest Arkansas, those counties are
pretty much hol ding steady, and then there’'s a pretty
significant loss in sonme counties in the south
counties. But, | nean, obviously, a big gain by
taking thirty-eight percent (38% getting the

popul ation in Benton County and maybe even nore than
that. | can't renenber off the top -- it’s a pretty
significant population this year. So, in they're
expecting that -- obviously, that’'s going to inpact

on the way the districts are drawn. Wen you think
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about it, when your district’s here, the average
district size is going to have to go fromthe twenty-
three, five (23,500) to about twenty-five, five
(25,500). So, it’s going to have to -- there’s going
to be two thousand (2,000) nore people in each
district. And when you think about how Nort hwest
Arkansas is going to change, as a result of the
popul ati on gains, and how the Delta in south Arkansas
is going to change, as a result of population |osses,
that’s got a ripple effect. Those two (2) factors
really are going to affect the -- the shape of,
probably every district in the state.

MR DIGES: |Is there -- if the population shift
is been fromthe Delta to the Northwest, does that
mean the districts are going to actually go from West
to East, possibly, when they expand, or how would we
do that; do --

MR. HUWPHRIES: No, that’'s --

MR. DIGGS: -- (I NAUDIBLE)?
MR. HUMPHRI ES: -- not necessarily so. | think,
the way the districts -- you know, the shape of the

districts and how the ripple effects it, probably has
nore to do with where the Board chooses to start, and
that’s a decision that hasn’'t been made yet. But, |

don't really think it matters. | nean, --
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MR DIGES: When will -- when will there be sone
prelimnary projections on how the districts, in
general, wll change, due to that?

MR. HUMPHRIES: W’'re |ooking at -- we get the

nunbers -- let’s say the deadline for the nunbers is
April 1, and you get ‘emthen, we’ re |ooking at
having a prelimnary plan done by |ate May, at the
earliest. Maybe, June, sonetinme. After which, we' Il
be com ng out again, to have neetings like this. |
can’t promse it will be in Hot Springs, but it wll
be in the area. And we’'ll bring out the new proposed
pl an then, and allow fol ks a chance to ook at it.

MR. CRANE: Wbuld you give your nane, please?

MR DIGES: OCh, Lewis Diggs. Sorry.

MR. HUWPHRIES: Sir?

MR. BROAN.  You know, we worked pretty hard --
JimBrowmn. We worked pretty hard during this
el ection phase, and we net a ot of people in
(I NAUDI BLE), 33, and 34. And a lot of ‘“em 1’'d say
ni nety-ni ne percent (99% of the people didn't know

there was two (2) districts.

MR. HUWPHRI ES:  Uh- huh.

MR BROM: And | think it’s real confusing when
we have two (2) districts. | understand there was

some noods before, “Let’s split it out.” But it
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didn’t happen. Wat are the chances of having it
split out this tinme?

MR HUWPHRIES: Well, | think there is probably

a pretty good chance if we hear fromfolks in this
area that they don't want to have ‘em | -- | was
around during the redistricting process last tine, in
1991, and we had one of these neetings in Hot Springs
and by far, the -- there weren't a |lot of coments,
but we had some, and just sort of weighing those
comments it seened |like the fol ks who spoke, and
that’s primarily the | eadership in Hot Springs,
wanted to keep that multi-nmenber district. You know?
And so, that's kind of the way the Board went on it.
They -- they heard -- heard from people that said
that they want it. They liked the representation the
way it was at that tine. And -- and so, that’s the
way it was, but what the Board does this tinme is
going to depend on what we hear fromthe fol ks in Hot
Springs about it. Yes, ma anf?
M5. BROAWN: |I'mTwila Brown. Well, first of

all, I"'m-- 1 will say one thing, that is, | would
like to see the districts split.

MR. HUWMPHRI ES:  Ckay.

M5. BROMN: | think the multi-nenber districts

flow-- just flies in the face of what we have al ways
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-- we have a representative, and as we said, it was
very confusing. W really did run into this. Most
people, even if they realize that they have tw (2),
don’t realize they can vote for two (2). And | think
that there -- there being disenfranchi sed because of
it. But, | wanted to ask: You said that you,
essentially, based that decision, based upon the
| eadershi p of Hot Springs?

MR HUWPHRIES.: W had a neeting like this, and

| think, you know, the people who showed up were
Mayors, and City Council nen, and Chanber of Comrerce
types. You know? Those folks, and they were pretty
much unani nmous in what they told the Board at that
time. That they wanted to have the multi --

M5. BROMWN:. | -- | guess it frustrates -- or,
it’s very dis -- dis -- | guess, frustrating to ne,
to think that, maybe, the | eadership would have nore
say than every -- any other citizen. Wen you say --
quote that, that would indicate that one of the
menbers of the Board of Directors would have nore say
t han anybody here. And that -- that kind of -- of is
-- is --

MR. HUWVPHRI ES: Every --

M5. BROMN: -- is distressing, to nme, | guess.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Everybody was invited to comment

Laura L. Carnahan, CCR (501)332-4861



16
at the time, and you know, do -- all the comments

that we got were, basically, fromthe | eadership

folks. And those people were in -- were in favor of
it. You can't talk to every -- everybody personally.
M5. BROAN: | understand.

MR HUWHRIES: And it's not a situation where

we can take a vote or anything like that. And this
is -- this is, probably, the best we can do, is --
you know, to get out into the community and find out
what people want. And we’ ve got the extra added
means of communication this tinme, | think, wth the
web site. And -- and we really hope that -- that

peopl e take advantage of that. And it’s not only

that but, you know, we’ve got -- by tel ephone, by
mai |, however you want to communicate with the Board.
Those ave -- those avenues are there, and we -- and

we invite it, you know, to hear fromyou. Sir?

MR. BAILEY: Sir, ny nane is Larry Bailey. |

think I can add a little in-depth to this, ‘cause |
just ran for District 33, and | spent six (6) nonths
wal ki ng door to door in this county. And | can
assure you, straight up, ninety-five percent (95% of

t he people out here do not understand that they’'re in

Laura L. Carnahan, CCR (501)332-4861



17
a dual district. 1t’s one of the hardest things in
the world to explain to people. Because | was often
asked who | was runni ng agai nst, and when | woul d
tell “emthey would say, “You' re not running agai nst
so and so?” “Well, no, he’s running in D strict 34,
and I"'mrunning in District 33.” And they’' d say,
“Well, | don’t understand; how can that be?” Believe
me, | -- my guess is that | knocked on six thousand
(6000) doors, which -- which goes out to about,
probably twelve (12,000) or thirteen thousand
(13,000) people. Twenty thousand, five hundred
(20,500) people actually voted out of thirty-eight
t housand (38,000) registered. 1It’s a huge district,
and it’s -- it’s very hard to get through the
districts and neet all the people. And | spent from
April to Novenber, right up till the |ast day,
wor ki ng every day, trying to do that. But, the
peopl e don’t understand that. That’'s, through no
fault of their own reps or anything. 1’ve been kind
of active in politics and | understand a | ot of
things about it. Take ne, for instance, I'min
Precinct 6A, City District 6, Justice of the Peace
District 4, State Representative District 33 and 34,
State Senate District 13, and U. S. Congressiona

District 4. N nety-nine percent (99% of the people
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out here have no concept -- they don’t even know what
Precinct they’'re in, Mster. And then, when you
conplicate the thing by putting 33 and 34 in there,
and having a dual district, it’s even nore confusing.

And | don’'t think it’s a right representation to the
general popul ati on out here, nunber one, to have that
kind of a double district out here, |et alone, how
difficult it becones for a representative to get
around and neet all the people, they don't get the
equal representation, | think, that a district where
one individual is representing that whole group and
spending nore tine in that area. | understand, you
get two (2), but at the sane tinme, we have -- you
don’'t get the -- you don’'t get the contact with the
peopl e around here. Nunber two (2), Garland County,
even ten (10) years ago, and prior to that, was nuch
nore urban than it is today. It’'s becomng nore and
nmore suburban as we go along. You have a coupl e of
constituencies now that are not raised on many
things. The city, in fact, after 1990, at one tine,
went out, and one of the things that they wanted to
do was to start an annex and meke the Hot Springs
into a larger city, and they ran into a firestorm
So, you have two (2) distinct groups of people in

this county, now. You have the urban group and you
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have the suburban group. And although they worked
together on many things, the rest is the tine that
they’ re opposed as to how they want to be represented
at -- at that lower level. And that’'s a -- that’s a
diversion in interest that deserves a representation
i ndi vidually, how to be into the urban and the
subur ban menbers in -- in this county. Plus, the
rural people. | think, if youll look at Garland
County, itself, it’s pretty well divided right down
the mddl e, between the city and the suburban’s in
town. The outside of the city is growi ng faster than
the inside of the city is. [If Hot Springs ever
envi sions getting bigger that's one thing they' re
going to have to do is annex. And one problem
they’ve run into is every tinme they’ ve started to
annex they’ve run into too nuch opposition.

Therefore, we’ve got two (2) diverse groups that --
in that 33/34. They probably ought to be split out
so, that they -- they have their represent -- they --
the state that represents their -- their closer
interest. So, those are two (2) very good reasons |
think we need to divide this county up. And after
wal ki ng through the whole thing, | can assure you,
and | think it’s in the best interest of nost of the

peopl e out there.
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MR. HUWVPHRI ES: Just by way of historical

context, the multi-nmenber district here in Garl and
County was in existence already when the Board of
Apportionnent drew the lines in 1990. It was one of
five (5 multi-menber districts that are included in
the 1980 redistricting. The others being in
Fayetteville, Fort Smth, Jonesboro, Pul aski County,
and Crittenden County. In the 1990 hearings we went
to all those cities, and the people in Fayetteville
and Pul aski County were vehenently opposed -- well,
Fayetteville, especially, and there was a | ot of
grass roots folks in Fayetteville canme out, and
expressed pretty strenuous opposition to the nmulti-
menber districts up there. And the sanme in -- in

Pul aski County, although it was a foregone concl usion
that we weren’t going to have nulti-nmenber districts
up in -- in Pulaski County, because of litigation.
And the multi-nmenber district in -- in Crittenden
County had been elimnated, as a result of litigation
in 1988. So, like | say, the Board listened to those
communities, back there in 1990. And the Board's
doing that now And I'mglad to hear your conments
like that. | nean, those are the things -- that’s
the kind of information that the Board needs to have.

Sir?
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VMR. BROADBENT: M nane is Charlie Broadbent.

|"mfrom Hot Springs, here, and |'’ma representative
of the Republican Commttee, here, in Garland County.
Actually, the Chairman. So, this past tinme that --
you know, going back to the elections, | heard that
the redistricting would be made on bl ank issues. You
know, the urban conmunity -- rural versus urban. And

there are sonme districts, not just 33 and 34 that are

multi. You know? | think, truly, you need to get
rid of that. | think that there is some confusion on
the -- the -- just an ignorance of the process where

t he general population is not involved in this
process all the tinme, that we just need sone clearer,
nore precise lines on who their representative is.
Garl and County is a very high popul ation of elderly,
and it does, you know, clutter their -- their process
of who you’'re supposed to vote for, and as they go to
the booth on there. And then, also, the younger
popul ati on that we have down here. To get them
involved in the voting process and in -- in the
political arena, | think we need to keep it sinple
for them too, to understand what’ s goi ng on and who,

specifically their representative is, versus, you
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know, having to -- two (2) candidates to possibly to
support or -- or oppose. So, -- so, | think we do
need to get rid of that. The second thing is, is if
you | ook at State District 35, which enconpasses part
of Hot Springs Village, but then also goes down
towards -- the majority of it’s in Malvern, Arkansas.
Based on the statenents that you said before, in
keeping simlar areas together, you ve got two (2)
totally opposite areas enconpassed in that one
district right there. So, that’s sonething | think
you ought to look at. Also, you |ook at 32, that
cones into -- to Hot Springs Village, also, but it
al so enconpasses Garl and County, but it also goes
into the d enwood area, down there. So, -- so,
there’s -- | think there’'s sonme -- sone attention
that needs to be paid to Garl and County and
surroundi ng areas, not just Garland County, itself.
To enconpass sonme of the sanme likes in certain
popul ations. And Hot Springs has changed
tremendously, which all you are aware of. Just in
the past five (5) years we have seen an expl osi on of
-- of gromh in retail and construction of it, but
also in the population end of it. So, we -- we have
(I NAUDI BLE) nore divided. | was |ooking over these

nunbers. W have ei ghty-four thousand (84, 000)

Laura L. Carnahan, CCR (501)332-4861



23
people in the county. |If you figure there's thirty
-- approximately, thirty thousand (30, 000) people in
the -- in the city, and another fifteen thousand
(15,000) people in the village, that |eave forty
t housand (40,000) people in the -- in the suburban,
you know, that this gentleman said. And there is a
definite difference of opinion on how those tw (2)
coexist. So, you know, | think, definitely we need
to |l ook at separate |egislative issues, but also kind
of , you know, maybe taking the -- the -- 32 and
putting that in with the 18 would, you know, to get
the nore rural tied together versus with the nore
subar -- suburban. Garland County is growing out in
suburbs. It’s not growing in the -- the city
popul ous, and that’s going to continue that way.

MR REEVES: W did hear fromthe d enwod

peopl e this norning. And they voiced that concern,
that they wanted to be in a different district than
the one they're currently in.

VR. BROADBENT: Well, you know their current

representative lives in Hot Springs Village, which is
two (2) hours away from-- fromthem and it’'s a
totally different concept. | nean, if you spend tine
in both of those areas, they -- they think totally

different.

Laura L. Carnahan, CCR (501)332-4861



24

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Anybody el se?

MR, BUCK: Troy Buck. Just briefly, you re
going to conme up with the original plan fromthe
information you get in these areas, the court
docunents and things you ve got to do, then you' re
going to conme back and do this process over and see
i f anybody likes it?

MR REEVES: Well, based on the new nunbers,

yeah, right.

MR HUWVPHRIES: Well, and we're pretty sure

nobody’s going to like it, too.

MR REEVES: W decline to use the word “like”;

we try to use the word “satisfy”.

MR. HUVPHRI ES: Yeah. As our experience is,

nobody likes it. But --
MR, BUCK: What is the deadline that you have to
do this by?

MR HUMPHRI ES: Well, the Arkansas Constitution

says that we have to be finished by February 1, 2000
(sic), which is before we get the Census data. So,
-- I'’'m-- I"mjust being smart there. That’'s what
the constitution says, but it’s long established that
we don’t have to finish by that deadline. W’'re

| ooki ng at October, first of October in 2001 to

finish it up. If -- if we can get sone prelimnary
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pl ans drawn, you know, |ate spring, we can start out
(1 NAUDI BLE) and then, have sone Board neetings --
actual Board neetings in Little Rock toward the end
of the summer.

MR. BUCK: Did | hear you say that there would
be sonme credence given to termlimts?

MR. REEVES: Enconpassing is sonething you take

into -- can take into account. Sone of these other
interest mght override that, but it just depends on
-- on -- sone of these -- | guess, how many -- |

mean, the termlimts, that will help sone. But, you
take that into consideration, yes, you do.

MR. HUMPHRIES: In every redistricting, up until

this one, we’ve had nenbers of the |legislature in
bot h Houses, who had been there forever, and who, at
| east in their mnds, thought they were going to be
t here forever.

MR. BUCK: And will be.

MR. REEVES: Yeabh.

MR. HUVPHRI ES: You, obviously, don’t have that

situation. O course, you know, a Senate Seat’s
going to last the entire decade. So, that’s a
different kind of issue, but -- right, I -- 1 think
because of termlimts, though, enconpassi ng may have

| ess inportance on it.
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MR BUCK: WII there be effort to get sone
Senate Districts and House Districts nore aligned?
Like this District 18 goes from Mal vern and
(I NAUDI BLE) over to -- half way across Okl ahoma --
Col or ado.

MR REEVES: W tried to do that |ast time. [

mean, | sat down, and at the conputer, and tried to
do that last tinme, and found out that it’s inpossible
when you have thirty-five (35) Senate Districts and a
hundred (100) House Districts, you couldn’t -- given
the popul ation and quality standards that you ve got
to neet, it just can’t be done.

MR. BUCK: There will be sonme effort made, if
it’s equal and reasonable, then there will be put
t oget her, though, right?

MR. REEVES:. You nean |ike have three (3) House

Seats inside of -- let’s say boundaries as a Senate
Seat ?
MR. BUCK: No.

MR. REEVES: That's -- again, that’'s what

tried to do.

MR. BUCK: Like this one that goes plum across
here. If there’s a way to pull this back in
t oget her.

MR. REEVES: Ch, okay.
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MR. BUCK: To get it -- (INAUDH BLE) made it five
(5) Senate Districts -- by just being two (2).

MR. HUMPHRIES: Right. Yeah, that’'s the kind of

thing that, you know, we're interested in hearing
fromyou all. | nean, y all want it -- because the
way that district was drawn was a direct result of
trying to preserve the core of that --

MR, REEVES:. That -- that’s the way the district

had to renegotiate --

MR HUWHRIES: -- 80's and the 70's --

MR. REEVES: (| NAUDI BLE).

MR. HUMPHRIES: -- and the 60's. R ght. Right.
And -- and -- it was the sane representatives back
inthe 60's. So, yeah, | nean it’s -- sure, that’s
what we want to hear fromfolks. If -- if they're

just satisfied wwth that now, that’s kind of what we
need to know. Does that not enconpass a community of
interest that could be doing better?

MR. BUCK: W’'re -- we're -- we’ve been tickled
to death with our representation. W never know what
-- we’'ve sat down in Genwod -- in that area we’'re
sitting on -- just got a -- in Amty we’'re on the
edge of whatever it is all those years in sone other
direction, and we get shifted pretty regular by the

time, seemlike, (1NAUDI BLE)

Laura L. Carnahan, CCR (501)332-4861



28

MR. HUMPHRI ES: \What you’ve got to keep in mnd

is that when you go to square a district like 18 we -
- if you -- when you go to square that up, it’s going
to have a drastic effect on, not only every district
in the area, when you're tal king about finding two

t housand (2,000) nore people for each district, but |

mean, all over the map. And the sanme happens in the

Del t a.
MR BUCK: | don’t want your job.
MR. HUMPHRI ES: Yes, sir?
MR. BUCK: | just want to bitch about it.

MR. BROAN:  JimBrown, again. |s there a
possibility that there will be nore, since we have --
the population is nore, there will be nore State and

represented districts?

MR HUMPHRI ES: No, sir. The constitution sets

the nunber of districts at one hundred (100).
Representatives at thirty-five (35).

MR BROMN: It will just increase the popul ation
in the districts.

MR, REEVES. \What the increase of popul ation

does, it just nmakes each district get alittle
bi gger.
MR. BROMAN:  Yeah.

MR. REEVES:. Either |land wi se or people w se.
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And the disparity between, let’s say we have a
district that has twenty-six, five (26,500) init, as
opposed to twenty-five, five (25,500), for whatever
reason, the disparity statewi de can -- has to be |less
than ten percent (10%. That -- the last tine they
tried to get as close to the five percent (5% Varity
as they could. Both plus and mnus. And | think it
was ni ne point seven (9.7) sonething statew de. The
Suprene Court has said that's, probably, okay. If
you keep it under ten percent (10%, because it’s
very difficult -- to get every district with twenty-
five thousand, five hundred (25,500) people init is
just very difficult. You split towns, you split
counties, you split everything to try to do that.
So, intrying not to do that, sonetines you’l
i ncorporate the edge of DeQueen, let’s say, to a
district, so they aren’'t stuck out in the m ddle of
nowhere w th sonebody else. And that -- that makes
it much nore difficult when we have to try to squeeze
twenty-five thousand, five hundred (25,500) people
within a district over rural areas and city areas.
It makes it difficult.

MR BROMN: That’'s a problem | can see.

M5. BROAN:. What -- what you said is that you --

the city -- you try -- you're going to try to keep
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together? Now, -- now, Little Rock and sone of these
others you ve had to split.

MR. REEVES. Yes, we can’t because they’' re too

bi g.
M5. BROAN:  So, why -- why would that --

MR. REEVES. But, let’s say, for, |ike, DeQueen,

they were split last tine, because of Township |ines,
and nobody really knew DeQueen was split. Part of
the town was in one district, part went to the other
one. It really doesn’'t nmake any sense to split it

when it’'s a snmall as --

M5. BROMWN: | -- 1 -- 1 can see that small of an
ar ea.

MR. REEVES: Right.

M5. BROMN:  But, now --

MR. REEVES. But, bigger towns --

M5. BROAN: -- Hot Springs with it's thirty to
thirty-five --

MR. REEVES. See, you're going to --

M5. BROAN. -- thousand (35,000), you --

MR. REEVES. -- have to split that, because

you’ ve got to have twenty-five, five (25,500) --
M5. BROAN. Right.

MR. REEVES: -- in each district. So, you’'ll

have to split that. Figure out -- trying to figure
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out a natural split, if you don’t want nulti-nenbers,
is going to be a difficult thing in Hot Springs.
mean, you can kind of see sone boundaries, |ake
boundari es, or highway boundaries, or sonething, city
limt boundaries, perhaps, but you’ re going to have
to split Hot Springs, because it’s got nore than
twenty-five, five (25,500).

MR, HUWMPHRIES: | think, obviously, and this is

no defense of nulti-nmenber districts, | see howthis
is going. But, obviously, that’s the reason you have
a nmulti-nmenber district in acity |ike Hot Springs,

or Fayetteville, or Wst Menphis, because the city
size. You're just barely too big, you know, to be a
district all by itself, but the feeling -- the
sentinment in the community, at one point in tinme, was
that they wanted to keep the city together. Anybody
el se?

MR. REEVES. Thank y’all for comng, and we hope

to see y’all next spring, next sumrer, when we’'re
back. It will be easier if yall will log onto the
web site, sonetinme after April, or even in March, and
start | ooking and see what’s on there. The plans
will be on there as soon as we get themdrafting.

So, you can start critiquing them and doing whatever

you need to do.
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MR HUWPHRIES: W’re also going to attenpt to

get a map to each county Courthouse for everyone to
| ook at.

MR. REEVES: Thank y’all for com ng.

(THEREUPON, and there being no further

di scussion, the neeting concluded at 3:45 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ARKANSAS)
COUNTY OF HOT SPRI NG

|, Laura L. Carnahan, a Certified Court Reporter, and a
notary public in and for the aforesaid county and state, do
hereby certify that | recorded all of the proceedi ngs held at
t he PUBLI C MEETI NG hel d by THE SECRETARY OF THE STATES OFFI CE
on Novenber 28, 2000, at the Garland County Community Coll ege,
101 Col l ege Drive, Hot Springs, Arkansas, 71913, by Stenonask,
and that it was thereafter reduced to typewitten formby nme or
under ny direction and supervision; that the foregoing
transcript is a true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs
that were held to the best of ny understanding and ability.

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL this 12th day of Decenber, 2000.

LAURA L. CARNAHAN, CCR, LS# 569,
Not ary Public

My Commi ssi on EXxpires:
June 11, 2008
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